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One in four people 
in this coun-
try have 

been in a situation 
where someone 
needed cardiopul-
monary resuscita-
tion (CPR). The LCBA 
and the American Red 
Cross have teamed up 
to offer a course in CPR, 
first aid, and the use 
of automated external 
defibrillators (AEDs), 
which will give you the 
skills to act if an emer-
gency occurs.

Accidents or emer-
gencies can happen 
anywhere—at home, 

in someone’s commu-
nity, at a local school, 
or elsewhere. Having 
people trained is an asset 
for everyone and can 
increase the likelihood 
a victim will survive 
something like sudden 
cardiac arrest.

Our class will cover 
full CPR, 
which com-
bines rescue 
breaths with 
chest com-
pressions 
and is the 
best option 
in some 
emergencies, 
including 
those involv-
ing infants 
and children, 
drowning 
victims, or 
people who 
collapse due 
to breathing 

problems. CPR Adult 
training teaches partic-
ipants how to perform 
CPR and care for breath-
ing and cardiac emer-
gencies on adults. This 
first aid, CPR and AED 
training carries a two-
year certification.

As we start the 
summer months, please 
consider joining us for 
this important training 
session. Watch your 
e-mail for registration 
information!

Have a safe and 
healthy summer.

To place an ad or for information on 
advertising rates, call (847) 244-
3143. Submission deadline: first 
day of month preceding the month 
of publication. All submissions must 
be made in electronic format (high 
resolution PDF or JPG format at a 
resolution of 300 pixels per inch or 
more.) See www.lakebar.org/html/
docketRates.asp.

The Docket is the official publication 
of the Lake County Bar Association, 
300 Grand Avenue, Suite A, Wauke-
gan, Illinois 60085 (847) 244-3143, 
and is published monthly. Subscrip-
tions for non-members are $45.00 
per year.

Reproduction in whole or part 
without permission is prohibited. 
The opinions and positions stated 
in signed material are those of the 
authors and not necessarily those 
of the Association or its members.

All submitted manuscripts are 
considered by the Editorial Board. 
All letters to the editor and articles 
are subject to editing. Publications 
of advertisements is not to be con-
sidered as an endorsement of any 
product or service advertised unless 
otherwise stated.

LCBA Kicks Off 
Summer with 
Life Saving Class

$1.75 per word (Rate for LCBA Members)

$2.75 per word (Rate for Non-Members)

$3.50 per word (Rate for LCBA Members)

$4.50 per word (Rate for Non-Members)

Classified Advertising
Standard

Text
Bold 
Text

Classified Advertisement may contain as many 
words, numbers, symbols and boldface type.

$600 per issue
Full Color

$600 per issue
Full Color

Back 
Cover

Inside Front or 
Back Cover

Full Page

1/2 Page

1/4 Page

1/8 Page

AD 
SIZE
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6
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12
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$70
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$175
$295

$65
$110
$160
$270

$60
$100
$145
$245

Color ad rates: add $199 per issue to the 
above stated rates, excludes cover ads.

Advertising Rates

Director’s
Chair

In the

BY CHRISTOPHER 
BOADT

OUR CLASS IS 
SCHEDULED FOR:

Wednesday, June 11, 2014
1:30 – 4:30

Lake County 
Bar Association

Cost = $49 per person 
(minimum of 8 required)
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“The line it is 
drawn, the curse 
it is cast; The 

slow one now will later be 
fast; As the present now 
will later be past; The order 
is rapidly fadin’; And the 
first one now will later be 
last; For the times they are 
a-changin’.”

In writing those con-
cluding words to his 1964 
song, Bob Dylan set the 
tone for his time—a time 
of protest, a time of inno-
vation, and most of all a 
time of change. As my time 
as LCBA President draws 
to a close, I can’t help but 
reflect on the many chang-
es that have occurred in 
the Lake County legal 
system over the many years 
I’ve been here, while also 
looking to a future that will 
no doubt bring much more 
change.

Many years ago when 
I began my tenure in the 
Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Office as a young 
Assistant State’s Attorney, 
the criminal courts often 
seemed liked a battle-
ground. My first day in the 
office I was shocked to see 
a young Greek-American 
Assistant State’s Attorney 

(who I shared an office 
with and who would later 
be our Chief Judge) being 
shouted at and derided by 
a few of our more vocifer-
ous defense attorneys as we 
attempted to “negotiate” 
our misdemeanor cases 
in our one misdemeanor 
courtroom.

Things were a little 
different then, and I’m 
happy to say that for the 
most part, the attorneys 
in our criminal courts are 
much more congenial 
now. That may be because 
the power has decidedly 
shifted. Those days came in 
the wake of Earl Warren’s 
Supreme Court, and the 
actions of the police and 
prosecutors were closely 
scrutinized and sometimes 
subject to criticism..

I remember as a young 
Assistant State’s Attorney 
being chastised about the 
presumption of innocence 
by a well-respected judge. 
At a bond hearing I had 
moved for a condition of 
bond that I thought was 
reasonable: that a de-
fendant who had several 
prior DUIs be ordered to 
not possess or use alcohol 
while the case was pend-

ing. The judge explained to 
me in no uncertain terms 
that such a restriction 
was not going to happen 
because the defendant was 
presumed innocent.

Now a large percent-
age of people on bond are 
placed on pretrial bond su-
pervision with very restric-
tive curfews, no-contact 
orders, no-alcohol orders, 
and other restrictions that 
are all monitored by a 
probation officer assigned 
to enforce them. They 
have not been found guilty 
of anything. When they 
are found guilty or plead 
guilty, the standard felony 
probation order in Lake 
County places everyone 
on a curfew to begin with, 
bars adults from legally 
drinking alcohol, and also 
requires defendants to 
submit to searches, inspec-
tions of their computers 
and phones, and seems to 

allow the private commu-
nications between spouses 
or attorneys and their 
clients to be viewed by 
probation officers.

Other areas of the law 
have seen great changes 
over the years. While it 
used to be fairly routine 
for personal injury cases 
to settle for three times a 
client’s special damages, 
it is now a rare occurrence 
for the insurance defense 
bar to agree to anything 
near that. The practice on 
both sides of those cases 
has become more difficult 
with insurance companies 
dictating what can be done 
and more in-house attor-
neys on the defense side. 
And if you file a medical 
malpractice case, you can 
usually expect to go to trial 
without any settlement 
offer.

In the area of fami-
ly law, it seems as if the 

Building a Vibrant 
and Successful 
Legal Community

President’s
Page

The

BY STEVEN 
McCOLLUM
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attorneys have done a 
little better. While family 
practitioners have their 
own complaints (those trial 
calls and the inflexibility 
and other problems that go 
with them), their practice 
seems to have become 
more lucrative, as the cases 
have become more com-

plex with issues such as 
pensions, QDROs, 604b 
appointments, and other 
complications, despite 
no-fault dissolution laws. It 
used to be that the family 
attorneys who did the best 
financially were often the 
attorneys who did a large 
volume of relatively simple 
cases, but fees in family 
cases now can be astound-
ing to those of us watching 
from the outside. But then, 
to me, things always look 
better from the outside of 
those courtrooms.

No matter where you 
practice law, there have 
been changes and there 
will continue to be chang-
es. The point here is that 
during the last year I have 
tried to advocate for the 
attorneys, which is what I 
think the Bar Association’s 
job is.

Yes, we help the judges 
and the courts with pro-
grams to operate more 
efficiently. Members of the 
Bar sit on several commit-
tees and are vital to devel-
oping the court’s programs. 
We recently finished and 
published to the Chief 
Judge and the public our 
Judicial Selection Commit-
tee’s evaluations of judicial 
candidates, and our Bar 
Poll results on those candi-
dates. We all want the best 
judges possible.

As an organization 
we do our best to help the 
public. We are currently 
conducting our series titled 
People’s Law School to bet-
ter inform the public and 
our members. We helped 
draft a pro se handbook 
for people in Family Court 
who decide to not hire an 
attorney. Our organiza-
tion and our members 
continue to be involved in 
community activities, such 
as speaking at area schools 
for Law Day.

But the Bar Associa-
tion is here to advocate for 
and help attorneys to prac-
tice law, whether those 
attorneys are in private or 
government practice. We 
must always remember 
that that is our first job, 
because the system will 
not work without a vibrant 

and successful legal com-
munity.

Next month you 
will hear from incoming 
President Keith Grant. 
The Bar will be in very 
capable hands when Keith 
takes over. He has many 
years of experience and 
has been actively involved 
in the LCBA throughout 
his career in the Public 
Defender’s Office. He has 
led the Illinois State Public 
Defenders Association, and 
was a long-time Co-Chair-
person of our Criminal 
Trials and Appeals Com-
mittee.

There will always be 
change and it is up to us 
to be a positive force in 
ensuring that the changes 
help attorneys and the sys-
tem together. It has been 
an honor and pleasure to 
serve as your President 
during the past year, and I 
thank you all for your help 
and kind words. I especial-
ly want to thank the LCBA 
Board of Directors, Execu-
tive Director Christopher 
Boadt and Assistant Direc-
tor Virginia Elliott, and the 
staff at the LCBA for their 
help this year.

To paraphrase Mr. 
Dylan, the first one now 
will soon be last. Have fun 
Keith!

ATTORNEY:
Nick Kearney

Grund & Leavitt, P.C.

ASSOCIATE:
Larry Nosbaum
Tactical Security
Investigations

New LCBA
Members

Welcome

AT THE COURTHOUSE

Join us in the Jury Assembly Room 
for a FREE cup of coffee before court.

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Friday, May 30, 2014
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A new Director of the 
William D. Block 
Memorial Library 

has joined the 19th Judicial 
Circuit: we are pleased to 
welcome Joanne Vade-
streek back to her home-
town of Waukegan, where 
she now heads our Library 
staff. Joanne had been 
serving as the Reference 
Librarian at the Utah State 
Law Library, and she has 
considerable public and 
private sector experience. 
Her training and work 
experience have given her 
extensive knowledge of 
apps, legal technology, 
and blogging, which no 
doubt are going to enhance 
considerably the quality of 
services and the assistance 
that our library continues 
to provide to the many at-
torneys, paralegals, judges, 
students, governmental 
staff, and citizens that visit 
the facility every day.

One particular volume 
that I saw when I recently 
spoke with Joanne in the 
Library was Title 36 of the 
United States Code. May 
is a month with several 
notable dates on its calen-
dar. Besides Mother’s Day 
and Memorial Day, we have 
“Law Day,” which is listed 
on just about every calen-

dar that you will see. Title 
36 covers “Patriotic and 
National Observances, 
Ceremonies, and Or-
ganizations,” and May 
1 is designated as “Law 
Day USA” at 36 U.S.C. 113. 
According to the statute, 
Law Day’s purpose is as “a 
special day of celebration 
by the people of the United 
States” to show “apprecia-
tion” for the liberty that we 
have, as well as to cultivate 
respect for the laws that 
are the cornerstone of our 
democratic way of life.

The word “celebrate” 
surprised me when I read 
the statute because, while 
we certainly “observe” 
and “promote” Law Day, I 
cannot ever recall being at 
what could be interpreted 
as a Law Day “celebration.” 
The Lake County Bar 
Association and its mem-
bers have always taken 
the purpose of Law Day to 
heart by going to schools 
and public gatherings to 
speak and present pro-
grams about the law, its 
history, and the profession. 
Our colleagues at the Bar 
also judge essay contests, 
children’s legal art or col-
oring contests, and speech 
contests. At the court-
house, attorneys, judges, 

law enforcement officers, 
elected officials, and staff 
meet with the hundreds of 
high school, grade school, 
and college students 
who visit throughout the 
year. During our Law Day 
observance day, we engage 
the students in courtroom 
scenarios, show them the 
jail, let them observe the 
process, and try to provide 
them good information 
and guidance without it 
appearing to be just a lot 
of dull lectures or “talking 
heads.” These are some of 
the ways that I believe that 
we “observe” Law Day and 
how we impart its impor-
tance. I believe the “cele-
bration” part of Law Day, 
though, should be focused 
on something else.

What we should do 
is “celebrate” how our 
friends, colleagues, as-
sociates, and partners in 

These attorneys accepted 
Pro Bono cases through 

Prairie State Legal Services.

Thank You
Pro Bono

To volunteer, please contact 
Susan Perlman at:

sperlman@pslegal.org or
847-662-6925

Ann Conroy

David Ganfield

Thad Gruchot

Joel Schechter

Michael Strauss

Gary Schlesinger

Larry Smith

Law Day USA 2014

Chief Judge’s
Page

The

BY CHIEF JUDGE 
JOHN T. PHILLIPS
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the legal system quietly 
embody, in their own lives 
each day, the principles 
of fairness, morality, and 
justice, which we collec-
tively refer to as “the rule 
of law.” We created a new 
award in the 19th Judicial 
Circuit this year to recog-
nize those in our employ 
who do something in their 
work, in their community, 
or in their private lives that 
exhibit the principles of 
the rule of law. The award 
goes to a person who has 
gone that “extra mile.”

The award’s first recip-
ient was Steve Fabbri, an 
Assistant Director of our 
Adult Probation Services 
Division. Steve is a very 
experienced probation 
officer, and he has been in-
volved in all aspects of the 
criminal justice process, 
including our Pre- 
Trial Services Unit, our 
Pre-Sentence Investigation 
Unit, our Drug Court, our 
Mental Health Court, and 
our Veterans Court. He has 
not seen it all, but he may 
be close to it.

Steve was with his wife 
on the way to have a bite 
to eat with other family 
members after a shopping 
day in a neighboring coun-
ty. It was late afternoon; 
it was cold; it was starting 
to snow heavily; and the 
snow was blowing about. 
As Steve turned onto the 
interstate entrance ramp, 
he saw a State Police car on 
the shoulder of the en-
trance ramp roadway ahead 
of him with its emergen-
cy lights flashing. As he 
passed the car, he saw two 
people standing below in 
the snow-covered embank-
ment, and he observed that 
one was a State Trooper 
who was being repeatedly 
struck by the other person. 
He saw the Trooper slip 
to the ground as the other 
individual kept swinging.

Steve did not hesitate. 
He stopped his vehicle, 
asked his wife to stay put 
with the doors locked, and 
he ran down to the scene 
of the ongoing assault just 
as several other passing 
motorists were doing the 
same thing. Fortunately, 
Steve and the other follow-
ers of the rule of law that 
came to the Trooper’s as-
sistance were able to get a 
strength-enhanced, raging, 
and out-of-control young 
man subdued, while the 
bloodied Trooper caught 
his breath and radioed for 
assistance from other law 
enforcement agencies, 
which eventually arrived to 
relieve Steve and his fellow 
passers-by. Helping an Of-

ficer under attack, keeping 
a mentally distressed or 
substance affected young 
man from being serious-
ly injured himself, and 
doing his best to calm the 
agitated young man—all 
while putting himself in 
danger—was no “big deal” 
to Steve. He followed the 
same principles of fairness, 
justice, and morality that 
he employs every day in his 
work.

Fortunately for all of us 
who live and work in Lake 
County, there are many, 
many others who embody 
the principles of fairness, 
morality, and justice – qui-
etly making the rule of law 
come alive in what they do. 
Take, for example, Elliott 
Pinsel, one of the Bar’s fine 
criminal defense attorneys. 
For 21 years now, Elliott 
has spent countless hours 
throughout mid-November 
and December organiz-
ing, reminding, collecting, 
sorting, shopping, and 
delivering 500–650 holi-
day gifts, which make the 
holidays brighter and less 
hopeless for mentally chal-
lenged and disabled adults 
and children, as well as for 
needy families. Working 
with DCFS, the Ann Kiley 
Developmental Center, 
Arden Shore Child and 
Family Services, Catholic 
Charities, Staben House, 
and Waukegan Township, 
his tree ornaments, which 
contain the name, age, and 
“wish-list” of each needy 
recipient, have come to be 
part of the holidays at our 

Bar Association, court-
house, and throughout the 
law enforcement commu-
nity of Lake County. To 
Elliott, all this work, this 
caring, this service, is no 
“big deal.” He, too, follows 
those same principles of 
fairness, morality, and 
justice.

Another of the many 
people among us who 
should be celebrated is 
Robert “Bob” Ackley. Bob 
is one of those good people 
who bring the principles 
of justice to life in what he 
quietly does for others, for 
the Bar, and for the rule 
of law, each and every day. 
He is one of our colleagues 
who always is on the look-
out for someone who needs 
help, or something that 
needs attention. Whether 
it is helping at every Bar 
function, taking on the 
unglamorous duties at the 
Gridiron Show, helping 
Prairie State Legal Services 
in fund-raising or with cas-
es, volunteering with “ask a 
lawyer,” manning a drop-in 
clinic, or giving financial 
assistance to someone 
in need, Bob is there for 
no purpose other than to 
provide help, support, and 
action. Bob lives the princi-
ples of which I write.

There are so many 
among us who should be 
“celebrated” for what they 
do. Let me know if I can 
give what they do a little 
deserved attention. Happy 
Law Day! 

Hon. Fred Foreman (ret.)
Freeborn & Peters
311 S. Wacker Drive
Ste. 3000
Chicago, IL 60606
312.360.6677

On the Move
Members

If you have recently moved,
please notify the LCBA at:

infor@lakebar.org
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Deception is Reality1
BY MARIO R. VENTRELLI, ESQ. & NEAL SIMON, ESQ.

What is the one universal issue that all matrimonial lawyers deal with on a dai-
ly basis? Is it greed? Is it betrayal? Revenge? Grief? Loss? Love? Is it justice? 
While we certainly deal with some universal and recurrent themes in our 

practice, there is one unavoidable issue that confronts us on a daily basis...truth.
Or maybe, more aptly, the need to ascertain truth. 

Whether in a heated custody battle 
with competing claims of poor parent-
ing, a support issue with allegations of 
hidden income, or a domestic violence 
matter where the only evidence is of 
the classic “he said, she said” type, you 
are dealing with issues of truth. Ask 
yourself, how much money is spent on 
conducting discovery for the purpose 
of testing the veracity of claims about 
the existence of property, dissipation, 
value, etc.? In a way, the whole notion 
of due diligence is based on the prin-
ciple that we are not to believe much, 
if any, of what we are told—only what 

can be proven from extrinsic sources. Are we justified in 
our mistrust? Are we right to assume 
we are being lied to?

TRUTHS ABOUT LIES
In 1977, a study by a social psy-

chologist at the University of South-
ern California claimed that people are 
lied to as many as 200 times per day.2 
More recently, a 2002 study out of the 
University of Massachusetts report-
ed that 60% of its subjects lied an 
average of nearly three times during 
a ten minute conversation.3 After 
reading those statistics, one wonders 

Mario R. 
Ventrelli is 
a principal 
with Ventrelli 
Simon, LLC 
and has 
practiced 
solely in 
the area of 
matrimonial 
law since 1995.

Neal Simon 
is a principal 
of Ventrelli 
Simon, LLC 
and has 
practiced 
solely in 
the area of 
matrimonial 
law since 2005.

1 This article is a slightly modified version 
of the article entitled “How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying About Liar’s and Love Mi-
croexpressions,” appearing in 25 Journal 
of Family Law No.4 (2011) reprinted (in 
modified form) by permission.

2 Jerald Jellison, I’m Sorry, I didn’t Mean 
To, and Other Lies We Love to Tell (Con-
temporary Books 1977).

3  Robert S. Feldman, James A. Forrest, & 
Benjamin R. Happ, Self-Preservation and 
Verbal Deception: Do Self-Presenters Lie 
More?, 24, 2 J. of Basic & Applied Soc. 
Psychol. (2002).
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whether we are ever told the truth in a given day. But, are 
these studies accurate? Perhaps whether these studies are 
empirically accurate isn’t the point. Whatever the exact 
number, the point is that we are constantly being fed 
what can be called “untruths.” And, lest we become af-
fronted by such things, let us remember that we are lying 
too. We do it all the time. When a disliked co-worker asks 
if you mind whether he joins the group for lunch and you 
say “of course not”...you are lying. When the sales clerk 
at the upscale department store asks you how those size 
6 Jimmy Choo’s are fitting and you say “Great!”...you are 
lying. When your secretary asks you how you are doing 
the first morning of the big trial and you reply “fine”...you 
are lying. And our lying starts early. Certain studies report 
that children begin deception as early as six months of 
age.4

HOW DO YOU KNOW?
Despite the copious amount of lying we’re subjected 

to daily, research estimates that over 75% of all lies go 
undetected.5 The largest review of data (encompassing 
over 200 academic studies) reports that people can detect 
lies only slightly more than 50% of the time—approxi-
mately the odds of correctly calling a coin toss.6 Well, that 
may be the case with your average man or woman on the 
street, but certainly those whose professions require the 
ability to ferret out prevaricators are better able to deter-
mine when they are being lied to, aren’t they? Not if you 
believe a study published in the American Psychologist, 
which found that law enforcement personnel and judges 
fared no better than the average person when attempting 
to detect lies.7 As practitioners, we all have a sense that 
we are better than most at determining when someone 
is being untruthful. After all, that is part of why people 
hire us. But, is there any method to our determination? 
Could any of us articulate our “method” beyond merely 
saying “I just know when someone is lying”? Interesting-
ly, a recent poll showed that 75% of people who, when 
asked for the single most tell-tale sign of lying, answered 
“When someone avoids eye contact.” Probably most peo-
ple would agree with that conclusion. Don’t we all have 
a picture of a shifty car salesman, eyes darting back and 
forth, looking everywhere but directly at us as he tries to 
sell us more rustproofing? However, studies show that, 

regardless of truth, an individual will make eye contact 
only 30% to 60% of the time in a typical conversation.8 
So, how much of that lack of eye contact is a sign of lying 
and how much is just natural human behavior?

DETECTING LIES
The desire to detect lying has been with us for as long 

as people have been telling lies. In other words, forev-
er. And attempts at lie detecting cut across cultures. In 
Western Africa, criminal suspects were made to pass a 
bird’s egg to one another. If a person broke the egg, then 
he or she was considered guilty based upon the notion 
that nervousness (over commission of the crime) was to 
blame. In ancient China, a criminal suspect was made 
to hold a handful of rice in his mouth during the prose-
cutor’s speech. If the rice remained dry at the end of the 
speech, the person was found guilty. In England, a person 
was asked to swallow a “trial slice” of cheese and bread to 
prove innocence from guilt (the idea being that a guilty 
person would not be able to generate enough saliva to 
swallow). While these methods may seem rife with prob-
lems, are they any more problematic than some of our 
most commonly held current beliefs about detecting lies? 
(See the eye contact theory, above.) And, far-fetched as 

4 Richard Gray, The Telegraph – Babies Not as Innocent as They 
Pretend, July 1, 2007, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/sci-
ence-news/3298979/Babies-not-as-innocent-as-they-pretend.
html.

5 Aldert Vrij, Detecting Lies and Deceit: The Psychology of Lying 
and the Implications For Professional Practice 9-10 (Wiley, 
John, & Sons 2000) (In this questionnaire study, participants 
estimated that 75% of lies went undetected.); see also Bella 
DePaulo, Deborah Kashy, Susan Kirdendol, & Melissa Wyer, 
Lying in Everyday Life, 70, 5 J. of Personality and Soc. Psychol. 
979-95 (1996) (This study put the figure at 82 %.).

6 C. F. Bond, Jr. & B. M. DePaulo, Accuracy of Deception Judg-
ments, 10 Personality and Soc. Psychol. Rev. 214-34 (2006).

7 Paul Ekman & Maureen O’Sullivan, Who Can Catch a Liar?, 
46, 9 Am. Psychol. 913-20 (1991).

8 10 Research Findings About Deception That Will Blow Your 
Mind, http://liespotting.com/2010/06/10-research-findings-about-
deception-that-will-blow-your-mind. (last visited May 3, 2011).
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some of these early forms of lie detection may seem, they 
are based upon a belief that continues to hold ground to 
this day: the belief that a human being undergoes certain 
uncontrollable physiological changes when he or she lies. 
And, that these changes manifest themselves in ways that 
are detectable.

Of course, our mechanism for measuring these 
changes has progressed beyond the “trial slice” of bread 
and cheese. One of the first scientific instruments for 
lie detection was developed by an Italian criminologist 
in the late 1800s.9 The invention was a small water-filled 
tank into which the sus-
pect submerged his hand. 
Changes in pulse or blood 
pressure would change 
the water level thus “mea-
suring” the responses of 
the suspect. Fast forward 
several decades to the 
more modern polygraph. 
A polygraph measures 
several physiological con-
ditions (blood pressure, pulse, respiration, etc.) while the 
subject answers a series of questions. The very basic no-
tion being that untruthful answers will be accompanied 
by physiological responses different from those which 
accompany truthful answers. The accuracy of the modern 
polygraph depends largely on who you ask. A 1997 survey 
estimated the polygraph’s average accuracy at about 61%10 
although the American Polygraph Association claims an 
accuracy rate of between 80-98%.11 Whatever the accu-
racy rate truly is, use of a polygraph in daily family law 
settings is highly impractical.

If we are truly concerned that starting the meeting 
by hooking up the opposing spouse to a polygraph may 
be a bit off-putting, are there any practical means by 
which we can improve our ability to detect lies? The short 
answer is, yes. We can train ourselves to become better 
human lie detectors. When we can no longer rely on the 
verbal representation, we can look to non-verbal cues. 
This can range from analyzing hand placement to posture 
to shoulder movement and more. It can also include the 
concept of Visual Accessing Cues.

VISUAL ACCESSING CUES
Although subject to some criticism, Visual Accessing 

Cues are claimed to be a non-verbal indicator of wheth-
er a person is remembering an event or occurrence or 
whether the individual is constructing (fabricating) a 

visual, auditory or kinesthetic image. The idea is that a 
person’s eyes will move in certain directions depending 
on whether they are remembering or constructing an im-
age. The direction may differ depending on whether the 
image being dealt with is one which is visual, auditory or 
kinesthetic. Under the theory of Visual Accessing Cues, a 
normally organized person’s eyes will move up and to the 
viewer’s left if the person is visually constructing an im-
age. A normally organized person’s eyes will move up and 
the viewer’s right if the person is visually remembering 
an image. A normally organized person’s eyes will move 

to the viewer’s left if 
the person is construct-
ing an auditory image. 
A normally organized 
person’s eyes will move 
to the viewer’s right if the 
person is remembering 
an auditory image. The 
first step is to remember 
the patterns and then 
to pick up on these eye 

movements in real time. Then, the question becomes 
whether the subject’s accessing cues are reflective of true 
recollection or fabrication. One basis for criticism of this 
approach is the fact that sometimes an individual may 
mentally go through myriad recollections and construc-
tions before giving an answer. This can thwart an accurate 
interpretation.

So, if we can’t hook people up to polygraphs and if we 
are concerned about the reliability of interpreting Visual 
Accessing Cues, is there any hope to becoming a human 
lie detector? There is if you believe in the universality of 
emotional expression and micro expressions.

UNIVERSALITY OF EXPRESSION
Paul Ekman is a psychologist who conducted (and to 

this day conducts) in-depth studies of emotions. More 
particularly, he studied emotions as well as their relation 
to facial expressions. Ekman showed that, contrary to 
the belief of some anthropologists, facial expressions 
of emotion are not culturally determined, but universal 
across human cultures and thus biological in origin.12 Ek-
man observed members of an isolated culture in Paupau 
New Guinea to determine their ability to recognize and 
define human emotions based upon visual representa-
tions.13 He found that these people could reliably identify 
the expressions of emotion depicted in photographs of 
people from other cultures previously unknown to them. 

9 Lie Detector Summary, http://www.bookrags.com/research/
lie-detector-woi. (last visited May 3, 2011).

10 Dan Vergano, Telling the Truth About Lie Detectors, USA Today 
Sept. 9, 2002, http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2002-09-
09-lie_x.htm.

11 American Polygraph Association, Polygraph Validity Research, 
http://www.polygraph.org/section/resources/polygraph-validi-
ty-research (last visited May 3, 2011).

12 Blifaloo.com, Micro Expressions, Subtle Body Language and 
Lying: Is the Show “Lie to Me” For Real?, http://www.blifaloo.
com/info/microexpressions.php. (last visited May 3, 2011).

13 Paul Ekman & Wallace V. Friesen, The Repertoire of Nonverbal 
Behavior: Categories, Origins, Uses, & Coding, 1 Semiotica 
49 (1969), available at http://www.paulekman.com/wp-content/
uploads/2009/02/The-Repertoire-Of-Nonverbal-Behavior-Cate-
gories-Origins-.pdf.

“We can train ourselves 
to become better 

human lie detectors.”
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expressions they can become an invaluable tool for de-
tecting deception. Let us look at an example of how this 
works in practice.

Suppose you are in a settlement meeting and a key 
issue is the husband’s business. You represent the wife 
and you are concerned that the husband has plans to 
take his business public after the divorce, resulting in 
millions more in value than either party’s expert has so 
far opined. The husband claims there is no ability to go 
public and the economy has put the kabosh on any such 
plans. Should your client split the company stock in kind 
and hope for an IPO bonanza down the line, or should 
she accept a buyout now at an agreed upon share value 
based upon the husband’s gloomy forecast? You ask the 
husband whether the Board has had any further discus-
sions about an IPO that are not reflected in the corporate 
minutes. In the instant before the word “no” leaves his 
mouth, his eyebrows raise and pull together, his upper 
eyelids raise while the lower eyelids tense and his lips 
stretch back toward his ears. Fear. A micro expression of 
the universal expression for fear. You’ve got him, right? 
Well, maybe. Remember again that micro expressions 
only tell us what emotion the person is feeling, not why 
the person is feeling that emotion. Is he feeling fear 
because he thinks you’re going to dig deeper and find 
out that the Board’s outlook on an IPO has become rosey 
recently? Is he feeling fear because he thinks your contin-

They could also ascribe facial expressions to descriptions 
of situations. Based upon this, he concluded that the ex-
pressions associated with certain emotions were universal 
to all humans. He thus devised a list of universal emo-
tional expressions. They were (initially) happiness, anger, 
disgust, fear, sadness, surprise and contempt.14

Arguably bolstering Ekman’s earlier findings was a 
2008 study by Dr. David Matsumoto, which investigat-
ed whether or not facial expressions were innate or a 
product of cultural learning. The study was based upon 
comparisons of sighted and blind individuals. Nearly 
5,000 photographs were analyzed, resulting in a finding 
that there were no differences between blind and sighted 
individuals as to either the amount or type of individual 
facial actions.15 What this tells us is that there is further 
evidence that facial expressions are universal, perhaps 
biological, and not the product of imitation or learning.

In practice, the idea of universal emotional expres-
sion is the study of those facial gestures and movements 
which are deemed universally indicative of certain emo-
tions. For example, this theory would say that individu-
als, when expressing the emotion of disgust, wrinkle their 
nose and raise their upper lip. When expressing fear, 
an individual’s eyebrows raise and pull together, their 
upper eyelids raise while their lower eyelids tense and 
their lips slightly stretch horizontally back to their ears. 
An expression of anger is universally shown by eyebrows 
moving down and together while lips narrow and eyes 
glare. Sadness is shown when a person’s upper eyelids 
droop, their eyes lose focus, and the corners of their lips 
slightly pull down. Very interesting, you may say, but how 
does this help me detect lies? For that, we must consider 
the idea of universal expressions in conjunction with the 
concept of micro expressions.

MICRO EXPRESSIONS
Often the universal expressions of emotion mani-

fest themselves in what are known as micro expressions. 
A micro expression is a brief, nearly involuntary, facial 
expression of an experienced emotion. Most micro ex-
pressions last between 1 second and 1/25th of a second. 
Micro expressions typically occur in high-pressure/high-
stress situations (cross-examination, anyone?) and, when 
provoked, these micro-movements are almost impossible 
to control.16 Now, in fairness, micro expressions only tell 
us what emotion the person is feeling, not why they are 
feeling that emotion. And, in and of themselves, micro 
expressions do not tell us if someone is lying. However, 
when properly considered, with knowledge of universal 

14 Id.
15 David Matsumoto & Bob Willingham, Spontaneous Facial 

Expressions of Emotion of Congenitally and Noncongenitally 
Blind Individuals 96, 1 J. of Personality and Soc. Psychol. 1-10 
(2009).

16 Blifaloo.com, Micro Expressions, Subtle Body Language and 
Lying: Is the Show “Lie to Me” For Real?, http://www.blifaloo.
com/info/microexpressions.php. (last visited May 3, 2011).
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ued disbelief in him is going to lead to thousands more 
in legal fees? Is he feeling fear because he just realized he 
parked his new Bentley in a tow zone?

As should be obvious, micro expressions must be 
considered in the context of other behavioral clues. And 
certainly this is not intended to suggest that million 
dollar transactions should be based on novice attempts to 
interpret micro expressions (although many huge deals 
have been based on far less). Nor do I suggest that you 
do away with subpoenas, document requests and deposi-
tions in exchange for a five-minute “face-to-face” with the 
other side. Rather, the above example is meant to show 
that understanding and recognizing micro expressions 
can be a useful part of your arsenal in the daily mission to 
ascertain truth.

BECOMING AN EXPERT
Can anyone become an “expert” at detecting lies? The 

aforementioned Ekman conducted a study, known as the 
Wizards Project, and determined that certain individuals 
could detect deception with an accuracy of at least 80%.17 
Ekman further determined that these individuals, which 
he deemed “Truth Wizards,” largely (although not solely) 
relied on spotting micro expressions as means to their 
ability. The problem: only 50 of the 20,000 people tested 
(about 0.25% of the population) qualified as Truth Wiz-
ards.18 This may seem a bit discouraging, but remember 
that none of the individuals studied had been trained to 
spot and interpret micro expressions. Ekman was simply 
studying the ability of the general populace to detect lies. 
Can you become a Truth Wizard? For untrained eyes, 
micro expressions are very difficult to spot. The average 
person produces about 75 verbal and non-verbal cues per 
second and, again, most micro expressions last between 
1 second and 1/25th of a second.19 But, with training, we 

can become adept at spotting these clues. The micro 
expression material is ripe for a multi-media presen-
tation, where photographs, diagrams, video and audio 
clips can be used. (I was greatly and pleasantly surprised 
at a recent presentation when, after only a few hours, 
audience members were able to spot micro expressions 
in some rather famous settings.) In addition, there are 
numerous training programs on-line to practice and hone 
your skills. Whether or not you avail yourself of these 
presentations or programs, here are some basics. First, 
establish a baseline with control questions designed to 
elicit innocuous indisputable truths (you were married 22 
years ago? and you moved out of the house last summer?, 
etc). Answers to these questions will give a baseline from 
which any deviation can be measured. Second, focus on 
the mouth and eyes where most muscle activity occurs. 
Third, look for inconsistencies between the expressed 
emotion and the spoken words. Lastly, remember that 
micro expressions do not tell us whether an individual is 
lying or telling the truth; they tell us the emotion that is 
being experienced. It is up to you to put that emotion in 
the proper context and determine whether it is consistent 
with what is being said verbally.

CONCLUSION
Depending on your view, lie detecting is either art 

or science. One matter that is not in dispute is that lie 
detecting is not likely to wane as a source of further re-
search and controversy given the fact that for centuries (if 
not millennia) humankind has been driven to find a sure-
fire method. We have come far from the days of passing 
eggs or eating bread but, despite remarkable advances in 
technology nearly everywhere you look, we still do not 
have a conclusive unquestioned method to determine 
truth. Whether micro expressions, visual accessing cues 
or some other method, matrimonial practitioners could 
particularly benefit from anything that provides an ad-
vantage in separating fact from fiction.

17 Janine Driver & Mariska Van Aalst, You Say More Than You 
Think: Use Your new Body language to Get What You Want! 
The 7-Day Plan (Random House Digital, Inc., 2011).

18 J. Camilleri, Truth Wizard Knows When You’ve Been Lying, Chi. 
Sun-Times, January 21, 2009.

19 F.A.C.E. Training, Interactive Training by Dr. Paul Ekman, http://
face.paulekman.com/aboutmett2.aspx. (last visited May 3, 2011).
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Top Gavel
BY NORMAN R. WERTH

When a person rises to the position of Chief Judge, as Judge John T. Phillips did 
this January, an introduction hardly seems necessary. Being elected Chief Judge 
is an achievement long in the making. Judge Phillips has been a part of the lo-

cal bench and bar for nearly 38 years, and his contributions to the legal community and to 
Lake County are well known. But how does a person get to be Chief Judge?

For Judge Phillips, the journey began in Franklin Park, 
Illinois. During his school years he was an avid swimmer, 
competing at the grade school, high school and college 
levels in everything from sprints to long-distance events. 
Though he is rarely described as vertically challenged, 
Judge Phillips was never convinced to trade the pool for the 
court – at least not a basketball court.

After high school, Judge Phillips headed west to Coe 
College in Iowa, graduating in 1969. In 1972, he was award-
ed his J.D. from the University of Iowa 
College of Law, where he graduated 
with distinction. Judge Phillips partici-
pated in the Air Force R.O.T.C. program 
at Coe College, and upon graduation 
from law school he entered active 
service as a commissioned officer in the 
U.S. Air Force.

Serving in duty stations in Texas 
(Lackland AFB) and Osan, Korea, he 
handled a variety of assignments. At 
Lackland AFB, Judge Phillips did six-

month stints prosecuting and then defending cases. Judge 
Phillips said that in those days he appeared in courts-mar-
tial or administrative discharge proceedings four days a 
week, which provided him with invaluable experience 
and honed his ability to think on his feet. In Osan, Judge 
Phillips was an Assistant Staff Judge Advocate with the title 
of Chief of International Law, an assignment that required 
him to work with local officials when service members 
were being prosecuted (translation: in deep kimchi) in the 

Korean courts.
Judge Phillips also tried 

courts-martial cases in Korea, includ-
ing one of the most interesting cases 
of his Air Force career. The defendant 
in the case was accused of battering his 
girlfriend. What made the case unusual 
was that the battery occurred in an off-
base beauty parlor. The airman chose 
a poor place to pick a fight, because 
all of the women in the beauty parlor 
sided with his girlfriend as the alterca-

Norman R. 
Werth is a 
Senior Staff 
Attorney with 
the Nineteenth 
Judicial 
Circuit.
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tion escalated into a general melee. The airman, bruised 
and battered himself, claimed self-defense. At trial the size 
of the beauty parlor became an issue, and Judge Phillips 
convinced the judge to permit the jury (i.e., the officer and 
enlisted members of the court-martial panel) to view the 
premises. Thus, Judge Phillips came to lead an unlikely 
caravan of military personnel through the narrow, wind-
ing alleys of Song-Tan-Up to reach the scene of the crime. 
There is no record of whether Judge Phillips had time for a 
cut and a perm, but he did secure a conviction in the case.

Though he completed his four years of active duty with 
the Air Force in 1976, Judge Phillips’ service with the Air 
Force was not over. He continued his military career as a 
member of the U.S. Air 
Force Reserves from 1984 
to 1997, transferring to Re-
tired Reserve in 1997 with 
the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. Judge Phillips’ 
commitment to service 
and to the service mem-
bers in our armed forces 
continues to this day. 
Judge Phillips was instru-
mental in establishing 
Lake County’s Veterans 
Treatment and Assistance 
Court, and is looking for-
ward to hosting the 19th 
Circuit’s Veterans History 
Project later this year.

Judge Phillips moved 
to Lake County in 1976 
and joined the firm of 
Churchill & Baumgartner 
(now Churchill, Quinn, 
Richtman & Hamilton). There, Judge Phillips was involved 
in litigation involving property development, construc-
tion, and estate matters. He also worked on family law 
and adoption cases, regulatory matters and other cases 
that fall under the rubric of general practice. At Churchill 
& Baumgartner he worked with his best friend from law 
school, Robert W. (Bob) Churchill. Together, they demon-
strated not only legal acumen, but fleetness of foot – they 
managed to survive the running of the bulls at Pamplona!

Judge Phillips was appointed to the position of associ-
ate judge in January 1993, after receiving the overwhelming 
recommendation of Lake County Bar Association mem-
bers. As a new judge, his first assignment was in the traffic 
court and his most recent was Presiding Judge of the Felony 
Division. In between, he served in the Family Division and 
just about every other division in the 19th Circuit. Judge 
Phillips has been a driving force behind Lake County’s 
Therapeutic Intensive Monitoring (TIM) courts, including 
the Veterans Treatment and Assistance Court, the Mental 
Health Court and the Drug Treatment Court. He was on 
the steering committees that established the TIM courts 

and has presided in each of the courts. Immediately prior 
to his election as Chief Judge, Judge Phillips was the Pre-
siding Judge of the TIM courts and personally heard cases 
in the Veterans Treatment and Assistance Court (“VTAC”) 
and Drug Treatment Court. Judge Phillips notes that all 
of the TIM courts require the commitment of a significant 
amount of time and resources. However, the commitment 
bears fruit in lower rates of recidivism and lives changed for 
the better. Judge Phillips explained that a judge’s personal 
involvement in a TIM case and the relationship that is es-
tablished between the judge and the participant as a result 
are crucial. He cited studies showing that a judge’s direct 
involvement has a tremendous impact on the likelihood of 

an individual participant’s 
success in the program.

Recent reports of 
celebrity deaths and the 
far more numerous stories 
of lives lost to drug use 
in towns large and small 
throughout the country 
paint an alarming picture 
of a rising epidemic of 
drug overdose fatalities in 
the United States. Judge 
Phillips noted that deaths 
from drug overdoses 
are now more common 
than deaths from traffic 
accidents. The scope of 
the problem is reflected in 
the courts, where in most 
months, at least one crim-
inal case will be dismissed 
because the defendant 
died from a drug over-

dose. Judge Phillips said that the Drug Treatment Court is 
unquestionably a program that can and does save lives.

Judge Phillips is also closely involved with the newest 
of the TIM courts, the Veterans Treatment and Assistance 
Court or the “VTAC.” Judge Phillips emphasized the “as-
sistance” part of the name, noting that while treatment is 
provided in all of the TIM courts, the VTAC places spe-
cial emphasis on assisting veterans who struggle to find a 
healthy, productive role in civilian life. Designed with the 
goal of helping those who have provided honorable service 
to their country, VTAC offers services of many kinds to aid 
veterans and their families. Notably, every veteran who par-
ticipates is teamed with a volunteer mentor who has prior 
military experience. Phillips expects to continue working 
with the TIM courts, sitting as the primary judge in the 
VTAC during a transitional period, and serving as a backup 
judge for all three of the courts.

If you have even the slightest doubt about the impor-
tance of the TIM court programs, watch the video on Lake 
County’s problem-solving courts (http://www.lakecoun-
tyil.gov/recidivism), in which Judge Phillips is the unseen 

“The scope of [this 
country’s drug] problem 
is reflected in the courts, 
where in most months 

at least one criminal case 
will be dismissed because 

the defendant died 
from a drug overdose.”   
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interviewer. The unscripted accounts of graduates of the 
TIM courts provide a compelling endorsement for the 
programs. It is easy to see why Judge Phillips names his 
experience with the TIM courts as the most rewarding of 
his judicial career.

But these are all part of Judge Phillips’ accomplish-
ments before becoming Chief Judge; one of the Chief’s 
most important duties is to plan and lead the 19th Circuit 
into the future. In fact, a number of projects are already 
pending and under way in the 19th Circuit. Judge Phillips 
said that in the very near future he intends to create a 
special Problem Solving Courtroom in which cases from 
all of the TIM courts will be heard along with cases that 
have similar characteristics. For example, cases involving 
civil commitment and criminal cases involving fitness for 
trial issues will be heard in the Problem Solving Court-
room. Judge Phillips said that one advantage of pulling 
such cases together is that the judges assigned to the call 
will have the opportunity to become more familiar with the 
complex mental health, alcohol and substance abuse and 
behavioral issues associated with such cases. The Problem 
Solving Courtroom will also help to focus the resources of 
the treatment and service providers that are essential to the 
process.

Judge Phillips also noted that the 19th Circuit is 
moving ahead with plans to improve case management 
and a plan for a major addition to the Robert W. Depke 

Juvenile Justice Center. In addition, the construction of the 
new Criminal Courts Building in downtown Waukegan is 
another major on-going program for the courts, the status 
of which Judge Phillips describes as “All Ahead Forward!” 
Judge Phillips expects the first phase of the courthouse 
construction to begin sometime in May or June of this year. 
With all this activity, it is not surprising to find that Judge 
Phillips’ biggest shock upon becoming Chief Judge was the 
number of meetings that he is required to lead or attend.

Last, but not least, Judge Phillips confirmed that he 
has convinced producer-director, Judge Margaret J. Mul-
len to continue shooting episodes of “Your Courthouse 
at Work ” for Lake County TV, including new chapters 
of Judge Phillips’ wildly-popular “Animal Law” segment. 
Judge Phillips said that his co-star in the original Animal 
Law series, Sydney, the Jack Russell “Terrorist,” may not 
make a return appearance, as Judge Phillips confided that 
Sydney is not his favorite actor. Look for Judge Phillips’ 
hunting partner Jesse, the lovable yellow Labrador, to make 
an appearance.

As you may have concluded, this article does not really 
answer the question of how one becomes Chief Judge. 
However, as shown by Judge Phillips’ experience, having a 
life-long commitment to public service, compassion and 
the willingness to use courts in innovative ways to solve 
problems, a broad legal background and a good sense of 
humor can’t hurt. 
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April 4, 2014

Real Estate
Seminar

Illinois State Beach 
Resort, Zion

April 24, 2014

Local Government 
Seminar

Greenbelt Cultural Center,
North Chicago

2014 Award Winners: 
Veterans’ Court 
mentors: Larry 
Carrier, Kirby Wagner, 
Stanley Villarreal, 
Marie Honeywell, 
James Gamble, Martin 
Claussen, Peter Ochoa, 
Albert Romero, Steve 
Friedlander, Willie 
Thornton, Jonathan 
Arenas, and the Exchange 
Club of Gurnee

April 23, 2014

Liberty Bell
Awards Luncheon

Waukegan City Hall,
Waukegan
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Lake County Bar Golf Championship
Thursday, July 10, 2014

Stonewall Orchard Golf Club • 25675 West Highway 60 • Grayslake, IL

Over 100 lawyers and judges
18 –hole scramble • Pre-round luncheon

Post-round reception & awards

Eagle
Sponsor

$1,200

• Choice of starting hole (first paid-first served)
• 4 players: green fees, cart and range balls
• 4 Mulligans, 4 door prize entries 
• 12 drink tickets, pre-round luncheon and post-round reception
• Tee sponsorship benefits, event banner recognition
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in August 2014 The Docket

Tee
Sponsor

$150

• The name of your firm, organization or 
 company displayed on an individual sign 

at one of the 18 tees (no logos on signs)
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player 

welcome packet
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in 

August 2014 The Docket

Player
$175

• Greens fee, cart and range balls
• Lunch, 2 beverage tickets and post play reception
• 1 Mulligan and 1 door prize ticket
• Raffle prizes and tournament contest

Clubhouse
Sponsor

Gold Tee:
1,000 

Silver Tee:
$500

Silver Tee:
• The name of your firm, organization or company displayed on an individual sign at one of 

the 18 tees. (Logos permitted, provide JPG file)
• Firm, organization or company prominently displayed throughout the championship
• 2 tickets to the: pre-round luncheon, post-round reception, 2 drink tickets per person
• 2 representatives permitted at sponsored hole
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in player welcome packet
• Acknowledgment of sponsorship in August 2014 The Docket

Gold Tee:
• All of the above, plus naming rights to one of the following: (Please check)
 o Luncheon o Reception o Beverage Cart o Hole-In-One

Soar like an Eagle
Premium 

starting position

Premium publicity
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Stonewall Orchard Golf Club was designed by renowned golf course architect 
Arthur Hills. He has incorporated the natural rolling landscape of Lake County 

to dictate this magnificent 18-hole 7,124-yard, par 72 championship layout, 
each hole provides its own identity and challenge to golfers of all skill levels.

Name: __________________________________________ Firm: ____________________________________________

Display Acknowledgment as: _________________________________________________________________________
(How the sponsor’s name will appear)

Address: ________________________________________ City, State & Zip: __________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________ Fax: _____________________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Payment method:  o Check enclosed o Visa o Mastercard o Discover o American Express  

Number:  ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____/____/____ CVV2: ______________ 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION TO:

Lake County Bar Association • 300 Grand Avenue, Ste A • Waukegan, IL 60085
TEL (847) 244-3143 • FAX (847) 244-8259

Golf & Sponsor Registration
MY FOURSOME:

1. ________________________________________
 HDCP

2. ________________________________________
 HDCP

3. ________________________________________
 HDCP

4. ________________________________________
 HDCP

Please try and place me with:

Name: _________________________

o Individual Player: # ____ @ $175
 (includes golf, lunch & reception)  

o Lunch & 1 Drink Ticket:  # ____ @ $15 

o Reception & 1 Drink Ticket: # ____ @ $15

o Eagle Sponsor (includes 4 players) $1,200

Clubhouse Sponsor

 o Gold Tee $1,000

 o Silver Tee $500

o Tee Sponsor $150

 Total $ __________

Sponsorship opportunities are available on a first paid, first serve basis. Sponsors will be recognized with signage at the event and a 
thank you ad in The Docket.

Cont act Information

Lake County Bar Golf Championship
Thursday, July 10, 2014

Stonewall Orchard Golf Club • 25675 West Highway 60 • Grayslake, IL
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Member Fee:  May 16:  _____ $15

Name: __________________________________________ Firm: ____________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________ City, State & Zip: __________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________

Payment method:  o Check enclosed  o Credit Card on File o Visa o Mastercard o Discover o AmEx  

Number:  ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____/____/____ CVV2: ______________ 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

RETURN REGISTRATION TO:
Lake County Bar Association • 300 Grand Avenue, Ste A • Waukegan, IL 60085 • TEL (847) 244-3143 • FAX (847) 244-8259

Cancellation Refunds – Gladly accepted through the Friday prior to each luncheon, substitutions accepted anytime.

Annual
Membership

Picnic

Waukegan 
Yacht Club

May 16, 2014

12:00-1:15 p.m.

Get together
with your fellow 

members for 
hamburgers,

brats, salads and 
desserts

(vegetarian options available)

Our springtime cookout 
promises to be a great time!
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YES, I would like to volunteer to assist with:

o Drop-in Clinic (5/7/14) o Drop-in Clinic (5/17/14)

Name ________________________________________________________

Firm _________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________

City ____________________________  State ______ Zip ______________

Tel _____________________________ Email _______________________

ASK-A-LAWYER
Saturday, April 26, 2014 
@ Lake County Bar Office
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

DROP-IN CLINIC
Wednesday, May 7, 2014
@ Lake County Bar Office
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 17, 2014
@ Waukegan ArtWauk
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

LAWYERS IN THE CLASSROOM
April 21 – May 2, 2014
@ Lake County Schools

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Return registration form to:
Lake County Bar Association • 300-A Grand Avenue • Waukegan, IL 60085 • TEL: 847-244-3143 • FAX: 847-244-8259

SUCCESS

SUCCESS



The Docket22

For more information or to register, go to the calendar at: www.lakebar.org

Calendar of
Events

The
4

May 7
Ask-A-Lawyer Drop-In Clinic, LCBA

May 10
Adopt A Highway, LCBA 

May 16
Annual Membership Picnic

Waukegan Yacht Club

May 17
Ask-A-Lawyer Drop-In Clinic, LCBA

May 22
Civil Trial and Appeals Seminar

Biltmore Country Club, Barrington

May  22
Blood Drive

Jury Assembly Room

May 30
Coffee in the Courthouse

June 6
Installation Dinner

Exmoor Country Club, Highland Park

June 26
Foundation BBQ

LCBA

July 10
2014 Golf Tournament

Stonewall Orchard, Grayslake

November 22
Foundation Gala

Cuneo Museum, Vernon Hills
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Limited Scope Representation 
and Unbundling of Legal Services

BY JOY C. FITZGERALD

On June 14, 2013, the Illinois Supreme Court amended Illinois Supreme Court 
Rules (“SCR”) 11, 13 and 137 authorizing the unbundling of legal services by at-
torneys to clients, allowing lawyers to represent a client in a civil proceeding for 

a part of the entire matter. The Rules’ amendments took effect July 1, 2013. At the same 
time, the Court amended its Committee Comments to the 2010 Illinois Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct (“RPC”) (RPC 1.2, 4.2 and 5.5), in order to give attorneys guidance when 
implementing these rule changes.1 With these amendments, Illinois is now the 20th 
state to allow limited scope representation in civil litigation.2

In practical terms, amended SCR 13(c)(6) allows an 
attorney to represent a client for one or more very spe-
cific purposes, or on, or through, certain dates without 
committing to the whole of the client’s 
civil legal matter, by filing a Limited 
Scope Appearance (“LSA.”)  SRC 13 
requires that the attorney and client 
have a written agreement, and that 
the attorney file a Notice of LSA which 
identifies each aspect of the pend-

ing matter to which the LSA relates. A LSA may be filed 
more than once in a case, e.g. contracting with a client for 
representation on a financial matter and later contracting 
with the client to represent him or her in a custody mat-

ter in the same proceeding.
SRC 13 (c)(7) also provides a sim-

plified method for the attorney’s with-
drawal which, if proper procedures 
are followed, should be, for all pur-
poses, automatic upon the completion 
of the task for which the attorney was 
retained. The parties must pay special 
attention to the notice requirements. 
Withdrawal is allowed:
 • On oral motion in court, in the 
presence of the client, upon comple-

1 See Illinois Supreme Court Order M.R. 
3140, entered June 14, 2013, with all 
attachments and forms

2 Ed Finkel, Law Practice Management/
Ethics, Limited Scope, Expanded Oppor-
tunity, 101 Ill. B.J. 508 (2013). 

Joy C. 
Fitzgerald 
of the Law 
Office of Joy 
C. Fitzgerald 
PC has been 
practicing law 
in Illinois since 
1992, primarily 
concentrating 
her practice 
since 2000 in 
the area of domestic relations civil 
litigation.
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tion of the matter identified in the Notice of LSA. 
The language of SCR 13 is strongly worded in favor 
of attorneys who properly draft and then complete 
the work identified in the Notice of LSA, in that 
courts are directed to grant the oral motion to with-
draw from limited scope representation, except 
in the event that the client timely alleges and the 
court finds, after an evidentiary hearing, that the 
work identified in the Notice of LSA is incom-
plete. If the client timely objects to the attorney 
withdrawal, the court must hold an immediate 
hearing on the subject or hear the objection on a 
later specified date. 
After hearing the 
evidence presented 
by the client related 
to his or her objec-
tion, the court is 
directed to grant 
the motion unless 
it expressly finds 
that the attorney 
has not completed 
the representation 
specified in the No-
tice of LSA. Upon 
the granting of a 
motion to withdraw 
from limited scope 
representation, the 
withdrawing lawyer 
may be required to 
forward the order 
to a party or attor-
ney who was not 
present to hear the 
oral motion;

• Upon written mo-
tion using a Notice 
of Withdrawal of 
Limited Scope Appearance in the form attached to 
SCR 13. The attorney must give notice to his or her 
client of the Withdrawal of Limited Scope Appear-
ance, appending the form Objection to Withdrawal 
of Limited Scope Appearance. Notice must be 
given to parties and counsel of record and to the 
judge presiding over the case. The attorney must 
also file a proof of service of notice of his or her 
withdrawal in compliance with the Rule. Should 
the client object to the attorney’s withdrawal, the 
client first must use the form Objection to With-

drawal of Limited Scope Appearance attached to 
SCR 13 provided to him or her by counsel, and, 
second, he or she must timely serve it on his or her 
attorney within 21 days. The client may be excused 
by court order from serving his or her objections 
on other parties and their counsel. If the client 
does not timely object to the withdrawal of his 
or her attorney’s LSA, then the LSA terminates 
automatically without a court order when the 21 
days expire. However, should a client timely object, 
using the proper form, then the attorney seeking 
withdrawal must notice a hearing on the objection.  

If the basis of the client’s 
objection is that that the 
scope of representation 
is incomplete, then the 
Court is ordered to hold 
an evidentiary hearing. 
After hearing, the Court 
must allow the with-
drawal unless it finds the 
attorney has not com-
pleted the representation 
specified in the Notice of 
LSA.3 SCR 13’s provisions 
relating to the manner 
of withdrawal when the 
reason for withdrawing is 
one other than complet-
ing the LSA’s identified 
services, both in the case 
of an LSA and a General 
Appearance (e.g. com-
munication breakdowns, 
failure to pay fees, etc.), 
remain unaltered by 
these amendments.

The unbundling of 
legal services in Illinois 

takes another form where our Supreme Court simulta-
neously amended SCR 137.  SCR 137 allows lawyers to 
provide legal services to non-lawyers without filing any 
appearance, General or Limited Scope. A lawyer may now 
assist a non-lawyer, for example, by anonymously draft-
ing pleadings and motions for a client, using the facts 
provided by the client without additional investigation, 
so long as the lawyer does not knowingly represent a 
false fact.4 Rule 137 requires the party to sign the pleading 
or motion; the attorney preparing the document is not 
required to do so.5

3  Ill. S.Ct. R 137(e).
4  Id.
5  Id.

Amended SCR 13(c)
(6) allows an attorney 
to represent a client 
for one or more very 

specific purposes, or on, 
or through, certain dates 
without committing to 
the whole of the client’s 

civil legal matter by 
filing a Limited Scope 
Appearance (“LSA.”)
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Several recent articles note the cooperation between 
the Lawyer’s Trust Fund and a joint task force of mem-
bers of the ISBA, Chicago Bar Association, and Illinois 
Judges’ Association in the development of the amend-
ments to SCR 13 and 137. The primary motivation of the 
bench and bar to allow unbundling of legal services was a 
recognition by both that pro se litigants are more prev-
alent in small claims cases, family law cases, and fore-
closure proceedings than ever, and could greatly benefit 
from any services attorneys were willing to provide, 
understanding that attorneys are naturally reluctant to 
file General Appearances in matters for 

which they could never be completely compensated 
without appropriate amendment of Supreme Court Rules 
and the Code of Professional Conduct.6

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS WHEN CONSIDERING 
LIMITED SCOPE APPEARANCE/UNBUNDLED 
LEGAL SERVICES

Below are the author’s thoughts on some consider-
ations the reader may wish to take into account when 
contemplating limited scope representation. No doubt, 
this list is not exhaustive.

• Initial Consultation
• Is the prospective client’s matter a civil matter? 

(SCR 13 does not apply to criminal matters.)
• What are the prospective client’s objectives?
• Does the attorney agree with the prospective 

client’s objectives?
• What is the prospective client’s current and 

future budget to fund litigation?
• If the matter is a litigation matter, what is cur-

rently pending before the court? 
• Will the currently filed pleadings or future 

pleadings you, as the lawyer, are being asked 
to file by the prospective client, in your ex-
perience, lead to additional pleadings being 
filed by the opposing party(ies) (e.g. change 
of custody likely leading to request for modifi-
cation of child support)?  How will that affect 
the retainer you are quoting and your decision 
about whether or not a LSA is appropriate?

• Should an attorney file an appearance at all? 
Should the attorney, instead, consider offering 
to write pleadings or consult with the non-law-
yer acting in conformity with SCR 137(e)?   
Note that SCR 137(e) does not require the attor-
ney to conduct an investigation to verify facts, 
but, rather allows the attorney to draft plead-

ings without conducting further investigation, 
so long as the attorney does not knowingly 
represent a false fact. Is that of service to the 
client in the particular matter under consider-
ation?

• Will a LSA achieve both the party’s and attor-
ney’s objectives?

• Does the attorney have the time or desire to 
undertake a General Appearance (i.e. to pre-
pare for and conduct a trial)? 

• Drafting the Attorney Client Written Agreement
• The information contained within the attor-

ney/client retainer agreement is not referenced 
in SCR 13 as a factor for courts in considering 
whether or not to allow an attorney to with-
draw from limited scope representation. SCR 
13(c)(6) requires that the party and attorney 
have a written agreement, but its content is 
not required by the Rule to be disclosed in a 
proceeding to withdraw from LSR. 

• An attorney should reasonably expect, how-
ever, that the client may wish to introduce the 
written agreement into evidence when the sub-
ject of the completion of the work detailed in 
the LSA is disputed and the client has objected 
to withdrawal. The Court, nevertheless, per 
SCR 13, is to be guided by one consideration: 
Whether or not the attorney performed the 
work identified within the LSA. 

• Preparing the LSA
• USE THE SCR 13 FORM.  It may be perilous to 

use a self-created form.
• Carefully prepare the LSA to detail very specifi-

cally what acts the attorney agrees to undertake 
for the client.

• Is the attorney agreeing to represent the party 
on a specific pleading, on a specific date, for 
a specific period of time (to withdraw on a 
particular date or to enter into a new LSA by a 
particular date)?  Be appropriately specific.

• Give proper notice in conformity with SCR 11 to 
all attorneys of record of the filing of a Notice 
of LSA—including opposing attorneys who 
may also have filed an LSA as to those matters 
relating to their LSA, and to the party for mat-
ters unrelated to the opposing attorneys’ LSA if 
the party is pro se.

• Withdrawing from representation of a client for 
whom a LSA was filed

• Is the work identified by the LSA complete (or, 
for example, has the date arrived by which the 
parties agreed the attorney’s LSA would auto-

6 Chicago Bar Association, Law Practice Management and Tech-
nology, Limited Scope Resources for Illinois Practitioners, http://
lpmt.chicagobar.org/il-limited-scope/.
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matically terminate)?
• Has proper oral or written notice been given to 

all parties and counsel identifying the with-
drawal?

• Has the order allowing withdrawal on oral mo-
tion been tendered to all counsel of record?

• Has the client objected to withdrawal?  Is it 
timely and given with proper notice using the 
Objection to Withdrawal of Limited Scope 
Appearance Form?

• If the notice is timely, the attorney must notice 
the hearing on the objection.

• Is the objection appropriate? Does it allege that 
the attorney has not performed the work in 
the LSA, or does it allege something else? The 
new SCR 13 gives no guidance to attorneys, the 
court, or litigants about what to do in the event 
the retainer agreement differs from the de-
scribed work to be performed in the LSA at the 
time of any hearing on objections to withdraw-
al.

• Note the Committee Comments to SCR 13 
paragraph (c)(7) on page 7 of M.R. 3140, stating 
that “[a] Court’s refusal to permit withdrawal 

of a completed limited scope representation, 
or even its encouragement of the attorney to 
extend the representation, would disserve the 
interests of justice by discouraging attorneys 
from undertaking limited scope representation 
out of concern that agreements with clients for 
such representation would not be enforced.”

• Attorney beware
It is imperative that attorneys be as clear as possible 

about the services for which they are being retained and 
for the services which will be identified in the Notice of 
Limited Scope Appearance filed with the court. While no 
cases exist yet in Illinois that address the subject of if, or 
how, an attorney could be negligent in representing a cli-
ent in less than the entire legal matter, at least one court 
in another jurisdiction has addressed the subject.

In Nichols v. Keller, 15 Cal. App. 4th 1672 (1993), a 
California Appellate Court held that an attorney was neg-
ligent in failing to advise his client about a possible cause 
of action for a claim available to the client (a tort action 
for negligence), even though the attorney was retained 
and filed a special limited appearance for the client in 
another matter (a worker’s compensation claim), where 
both claims arose from the same set of operative facts.

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE
Why should YOU join the LCBA Lawyer Referral Service?

The LCBA Lawyer Referral Service (LRS) is a valuable member benefit as well as a public service. LRS 
provides member attorneys with an opportunity to build business through client referrals. The service 
benefits the public by helping callers quickly find an attorney in the area of law in which they need help. 
The LRS is widely publicized and all LCBA members in good standing who carry the required malpractice 
insurance are eligible to join.

The LRS program is designed to assist persons who are able to pay normal attorney fees but whose ability to 
locate legal representation is frustrated by a lack of experience with the legal system, a lack of information 
about the type of services needed, or a fear of the potential costs of seeing a lawyer.

Available Referral Panels
• Administrative
• Appellate
• Commercial

• Consumer
• Criminal
• Employment

• Environmental
• Family
• Real Estate

• Estate Planning, 
Wills, Trusts and 
Probate

• Personal Injury 
/ Property 
Damage

Call the LCBA Office (847-244-3143) with questions 
or download the procedures and application from our website at www.lakebar.org.

Start taking advantage of all the LRS has to offer!
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On April 8, Bryan 
Sims of Sims Law Firm, 
Ltd. spoke with the Technol-
ogy Committee on the topic of 
“Moving Your Practice to the Cloud.” 
He discussed the steps to going paperless—
how to ditch the fax machine, move data to the cloud, 
effectively use on-line practice management tools, 
and even how to have a desktop in the cloud. Mr. Sims 
provided the group with several websites to facilitate 
the move to the cloud. He also addressed the fear many 
lawyers have of putting data in the cloud where others 
might have access. However, Mr. Sims noted that lawyers 
have been making client data accessible to others for 
years, either by sending client documents through the 
mail, or leaving client files in an unlocked office/cabinet 
when the late night cleaning crew is present. In addi-
tion, companies offering cloud services know a breach of 
security could do irreparable harm to their businesses. 
As a result, in many cases, they will have more security in 
place than a lawyer does in his own office.

*****

The Young & New Lawyers Committee was 
honored to host Hon. Elizabeth Rochford, who gave 
an overview of the Guardianship Help Desk on April 3. 
Frank Osborn, Sr. assisted by sharing his experiences 
as a Help Desk volunteer. Judges Waites and Fusz, and 
many other distinguished guests were also in attendance.

The Committee rounded out its Family Law mini-se-
ries May 1 with Sean Weppler of the Weppler Law 
Group, LLC presenting on Child Support and Paternity.

On June 5, Richard Gellersted and Damian 
Crooks of BENNU Legal will teach Immigration Basics.

Don’t forget our Bowling Social with the Diversity 
Committee on Thursday, May 1, 2014 at 6:00 pm at the 
Brunswick Lanes in Fountain Square! It will be a fun 
evening of getting to know others. Cost is $10 per person 
and includes shoe rental and 2 hours of bowling. Please 
RSVP by April 24, 2014 to stregeamy@waukegan.com

The Committee will break for July and August, but 
will be back in September with all new topics. We are 
looking for SPEAKERS! Please email Amy Strege if inter-
ested in presenting.

The Trusts and Es-
tates Committee has fin-

ished an in-depth review of 
the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit’s 

Local Rules relating to probate with 
the assistance of Judges Waites and Rochford 

and has submitted collective proposed modifications/
updates.

*****

The Employment Law Committee is pleased to 
announce that Mike Lieberman, the Chief Counsel at 
the Illinois Department of Human Rights, agreed to be 
one of its presenters at the annual afternoon seminar 
on April 30 at the Greenbelt Cultural Center. He provid-
ed an insider’s view of the current agenda at the Depart-
ment, which investigates a wide range of discrimination 
complaints.

*****

The Debtor Creditor Rights Committee wel-
comed Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee, Glenn B. 
Stearns for its last committee meeting for an in-depth 
discussion on Debtors’ duty to amend Bankruptcy 
Schedules to reflect post-petition changes in financial 
circumstances, along with a discussion regarding recent 
case law updates in Chapter 13 Bankruptcy. For its April 
Committee Meeting, the group was pleased to welcome 
bankruptcy Practitioner, Ms. Diane B. Gordon for a 
discussion on the intersection of issues related to marital 
law and bankruptcy.

*****

The LCBA Blood Drive will be held at the court-
house, jury assembly room, on May 22, 2014 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The blood drive will be conducted by Life-
source. A raffle will be held with a prize for donors!

*****

CLE COMMITTEE NEWS
The Local Government Committee hosted a CLE 

seminar on April 24, 2014 at the Greenbelt Center. Topics 
included emerging issues such as: The Second Amend-
ment and Zoning—The Other Side of Concealed Carry, 
and Medical Marijuana. Guest speaker David Goles of 

Chit Chat
Committee
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Swanson, Martin & Bell, 
LLP spoke on Drug Par-
aphernalia at a Committee 
Meeting on April 16.

UPCOMING CLE
The Civil Trials and Appeals Committee’s Annual 

Civil Trial Bar Seminar will be held May 22. The group 
has lined up a terrific panel of speakers on must-know 
topics for improving your conversational competence 
on many areas of the law. 3.50 hours of CLE, including 1 
hour of ethics, not to mention camaraderie, great food, 
and, of course, golf at Biltmore CC. ALL LCBA MEM-
BERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND!!

This year’s panel includes:
Steven LaTourette, former State’s Attorney for 

Lake County, Ohio and 18-year Congressman, who now 
runs McDonald Hopkins’ Government Strategies Group 
in Washington, DC. Steve served on the Congressional 
Financial Services Committee for 12 years, and wrote the 
identity theft portion of the reauthorization of the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act, including the provision that now 
truncates the credit card number on customer receipts. 
Steve has been a frequent guest on Piers Morgan and Bill 
Maher. He will speak on “Legislating in a Dysfunctional 
Congress and Lobbying in DC.”

James Giszczak, head of the Data Privacy and 
Cybersecurity Practice Group at McDonald Hopkins, 

LLC. Jim is panel counsel 
for most insurance carriers 

who write this relatively new 
insurance product. Jim will speak 

on “Target, Niemen Marcus and other 
data breach debacles – What you and your 

clients need to know.”
Bob Baizer and Joe Kolar, who recently obtained a 

$28 million judgment in a bench trial in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District. They will speak on “Liti-
gating Medical Negligence Cases in Federal Court.”

Ken Malek, a principal of Malek Remian LLC, has 
over 30 years’ experience providing expert testimony in 
various industries, including financial services, energy, 
airline/travel & leisure, healthcare and venture capital. 
Ken will present “Deposing Expert Witnesses – An Inside 
Look from an Expert Witness.”

Judge John Lee, District Court Judge, Northern 
District of Illinois—Eastern Division, a Harvard Law 
School graduate who started as a trial attorney with the 
U.S. Department of Justice. He went on to practice at 
Mayer Brown, LLP and Grippo & Elden, LLC, and, most 
recently, as a Partner at Freeborn & Peters, LLP where he 
handled complex federal civil litigation until taking the 
bench in May of 2012. Judge Lee will speak on “Demysti-
fying Practicing Law in the Federal Courts.”

Our own Lake County Judges, and the ARDC will 
also present.

Chit Chat
Committee
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CONSENT AGENDA
The Membership Report 

identifying the New Mem-
bers since February 2014 
and a monthly membership 
report showing current 
membership numbers com-
pared to prior months was 
disseminated to the Board.

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Minutes: February 2014

 Minutes from the 
February 2014 meeting 
were removed by a motion, 
which was passed, from the 
consent agenda. Proposed 
modifications to the min-
utes were discussed. There 
was a motion made to ap-
prove the minutes from the 
February 2014 meeting, with 
modifications to be made 
by Board Secretary, and the 
motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report
Michael Conway, Trea-

surer, reported that at the 
end of the month there was 
$70,000 in both accounts 
with Baytree Bank. On the 
whole, the Association is 
doing well coming to the 
end of our budget period; 
expenses are slightly lower, 
and income is slightly higher 
than budgeted. Chris Boadt 
and Mike Conway will be 
meeting to prepare a pro-

posed tentative budget for 
next year.

Consideration of 
Membership Application

The Board considered 
an application for mem-
bership to the Association 
presented by the Director. 
There was a motion made to 
table the Board’s consider-
ation of the application until 
the resume could be verified 
and the motion was denied. 
There was a subsequent 
motion made to continue 
the Board’s decision until 
next month’s agenda and the 
motion passed.

Status of Court Access Pass
Board member Don 

Morrison reported that as of 
this morning, the Associa-
tion’s proposal for the Court 
Access Pass was considered 
by the EJC and they unan-
imously approved the pro-
posal following the Circuit 
Judge’s approval of the plan. 
Attorneys who are licensed, 
and in good standing, in 
Illinois can apply to get a 
LCBA priority access card to 
the Courthouse, with your 
picture, through the Asso-
ciation for a $25 fee. A table 
will be set up at the North 
Tower during April for this 
purpose and Court Access 

Cards will be made on-site. 
If you cannot make the ap-
plication period at the court-
house, attorneys can submit 
an application and pay the 
fee directly to the LCBA 
office as well as get their 
card prepared by the LCBA 
staff. No action was taken by 
the Board, although many 
thanks were bestowed upon 
Mr. Morrison for his hard 
work in getting this done.

Report from Bar 
Leadership Institute

Chris Boadt report-
ed on the Bar Leadership 
Institute attended by Mike 
Ori, Keith Grant and Chris. 
The program is designed 
for incoming bar presidents 
and is a very worthwhile and 
informative program. Cost 
for attendance was $1800 for 
all 3 attendees. Chris rec-
ommended that the Board 
considering having each 
Second Vice President, after 

Board of Directors’ Meeting
March 20, 2014

Meeting
Minutes

The

BY JENNIFER HOWE
SECRETARY

MEMBERS PRESENT

Steven P. McCollum

 President

Michael Conway

 Treasurer

Jennifer Howe

 Secretary

Marjorie Sher

 Immediate Past President

Gary Schlesinger

Donald Morrison

Hon. Daniel Shanes

Carey Schiever

Stephen Rice

Chris Boadt

 Executive Director



May 2014 33

receiving the nomination 
by the Board, attend this 
program on an annual basis 
in order to be fully prepared 
and effective as Association 
President in the following 
years.

Access to Justice Awards
The Board discussed 

the Assess to Justice Awards’ 
ceremony.

Law Day Activities
The Board discussed the 

upcoming Law Day activities 
and various opportunities 
and needs for volunteers.

Report of the 1st Vice 
President

Chris Boadt reported 
the installation dinner of 
Keith Grant as the new 
LCBA President, as well as 
the officers and Board Mem-
bers will be Friday, June 6, 

2014 at the Exmoor Country 
Club.

Spring Luncheon Series
Chris Boadt reported 

that the Spring Luncheon 
series will be the Liberty Bell 
Awards on April 23 and the 
Annual Picnic on May 16.

Website
Chris Boadt that there 

is nothing new to report 
concerning the progress and 
changes to the LCBA web-
site this month. Chris will 
have additional information 
likely next month.

There was a motion 
made to adjourn the meet-
ing, and the motion passed. 
The meeting adjourned at 
1:15 p.m.

Next Board Meeting
Thursday, April 17, 2014

Assistant State’s Attorneys 
Scott Turk, Jim Newman, 
Ji Un Saw, Stella Veytsel, 
Nicole Cheskey, and Kim 
Furrer coached students from 
Waukegan’s Cristo Rey St. 
Martin High School in a mock 

trial competition held at the 
Daley Center on the weekend 
of April 5. One of their stu-
dents, acting as a prosecuting 
attorney, won an award for 
best advocate.

Grapevine
The

 Do you have
a speaker idea 
or suggestion

for our 
business 

meetings?

We would love 
to hear from you!

 
Just send a note to:

Chris Boadt
(cboadt@lakebar.org)
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2014-2015
Installation of Officers 
and Directors Dinner

Friday, June 6, 2014
Exmoor Country Club • 700 Vine Avenue • Highland Park, IL

5:30 p.m. Reception (Cash Bar) • 7:30 p.m. Dinner

Name _____________________________________

Name  _____________________________________

$80 per person = ______

Firm _______________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City ________________________________________

State _____________    Zip ___________________

Tel _________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________

Payment Method:
o Check Enclosed   o Credit Card on File

o Visa   o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmEx

Credit Card # 

 _____________________________________________

Expiration Date __________________________

Please return reservation to:

Lake County Bar Association
300 Grand Avenue, Suite A
Waukegan, Illinois 60085
Telephone (847) 244-3143

*Please contact us with any special dietary 

requirements.

2014 – 2015 Officers

Michael J. Ori
First Vice President

Richard N. Kessler
Treasurer

Donald J. Morrison
Second Vice President

Jennifer J. Howe
Secretary

2014 – 2015 Directors

Carey J. Schiever
Brian J. Lewis 

Stephen j. Rice

Gary L. Schlesinger
Hon. Daniel B. Shanes

Shyama S. Parikh

Keith C. Grant
President

Steven P. McCollum
Immediate Past President
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DAY MEETING LOCATION TIME
1st Tues (Odd Mo.) Diversity LCBA 12:00-1:15
1st Thurs Real Estate In-Laws 5:00-6:30
1st Thurs Young & New Lawyers LCBA 12:00-1:15
 
2nd Tues Technology LCBA 12:00-1:15
2nd Tues (Odd Mo.) Immigration LCBA 4:30-5:30
2nd  Wed Family Law Advisory Group LCBA 12:00-1:15 
2nd Fri (Odd Mo.) Community Outreach LCBA 12:00-1:15

3rd  Tues Local Government LCBA 12:00-1:15
3rd Wed Family Law C-103 12:00-1:15
3rd Wed (Odd Mo.) Employment Law Market House 5:15-6:30
 
3rd Thurs Board of Directors LCBA 12:00-1:30
3rd Thurs Trusts & Estates Various Locations and Times 
3rd Thurs Civil Trial & Appeals Lake House 5:00-6:30
 
4th Tues Criminal Law Potesta’s 12:00-1:15

Meetings subject to change, please check your weekly e-news 
or call the LCBA Office @ (847) 244-3143. 

Please feel free to bring your lunch to the LCBA office for 
any noon meetings. Food and beverages at restaurants are 
purchased on a individual basis.

Greenslade Photography
Focusing on sports, pets & special events

Ralph Greenslade
Photographer at many LCBA events

slade1039@comcast.net
847-848-6754

Based in Glenview, Illinois

Downtown Waukegan
Offices for Lease. 200 N ML 
King Ave. 1, 2 or 3 Offices. 280 
to 685 Sq Ft. Shared Confer-
ence Room, Basement Storage, 
On-Site parking, Furnished or 
Unfurnished. Walking Distance 
to Court House. (847) 680-4740. 
www.tjproperties.com.

For Sale or Lease
218 N County St. Waukegan. 9 
offices on two levels. Will divide, 
on-site parking. Walking dis-
tance to court house. (847) 680-
4740. www.tjproperties.com. 

Bulletin
Board

Bar

Committee
Meetings

Monthly

To place an ad or for information
on advertising rates, call

(847) 244-3143
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Aristotle said “The 
whole is greater 
than the sum of 

its parts.” His insight has 
proven true during the ages 
and certainly describes 
The Foundation, its board 
and members. We were 
reminded of this at our last 
board meeting a few weeks 
ago when a request came 
from Bernard Wysocki, the 
Lake County Bar Associa-
tion’s ombudsman, seeking 
financial assistance for a 
lawyer who practices in 
Lake County who has had 
very difficult times.

About five years ago 
the Foundation’s by-laws 
were restated modifying its 
purpose and emphasizing 
assistance to the bar asso-
ciation in promoting legal 
education, recording its 
history and improving the 
administration of justice. 
Bernie’s request focused 
the Board’s attention to the 
fact that the Foundation’s 
purpose should properly 

expand to helping lawyers 
in need. Accordingly, board 
members Michael Waller, 
Mark Peavey Jennifer 
Cunningham Beeler along 
with Bernie volunteered 
to additionally serve on a 
subcommittee reviewing 
and suggesting changes 
to our mission to expand 
our reach to Lake County 
lawyers in need.

It was because of Ber-
nie’s request and consid-
eration by the Board that 
the by-laws’ shortcoming 
was recognized and action 
decided upon to become 
more responsive to the 

needs of our members and 
community. Thank you 
Bernie.

Finally, remember 
to attend the upcoming 
Coffee In the Courthouse 
events, a barbecue on 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 
and the Dinner Dance Gala 
on November 21, the Friday 
prior to Thanksgiving at 
the Cuneo Museum in 
Vernon Hills.

Remember,
A strong Foundation 

results in a better commu-
nity.

Revisiting Our 
Purpose

BY CARLTON R. MARCYAN
PRESIDENT
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May 22
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

County Building
10th Floor 

Assembly Room

May 10
8 – 10 a.m.

Join us for our 
semi-annual clean-up 

of Washington St. between 
Green Bay & Rt. 41

May 7
4 – 7 p.m.

LCBA Office

••••
May 17
4 – 8 p.m.

ArtWauk, Waukegan

ADOPT

HIGHWAY
A ASKa laywer

DROP-IN
CLINCBLOOD

DRIVE


